
May the Month of Mary
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.

Student artwork from Calgary Catholic 
School District

The mission of GrACE is to inspire, invigorate 
and embolden the spirit of Catholic education 
in order to unite, engage, educate and  
communicate with one voice on its behalf.

GrACE Newsletter
GrACE newsletter seeks to build a 
provincial Catholic community by 
celebrating Catholic education  
across Alberta.

Catholic School District’s Publications
Enjoy some special Catholic School District publications  
and video in honour of CEW (Catholic Education Week)

 † Living Waters Catholic Communique

 † Lakeland

 † Catholic Education Week 2023— Holy Spirit  
Catholic School Division

 † Greater St. Albert CEW Video

 † Calgary Catholic School District

Connect Online
We ask you to help us celebrate Catholic education in Alberta. 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Post your pictures  
and tag us so we can share them and celebrate too. Thanks for 
being a grateful advocate in support of Catholic education!

 † Facebook: www.facebook.com/GrACE4cathed 

 † Twitter: @GrACE4cathed 

 † Instagram: @grace4catholiceducation

 † GrACE Website

 † Email: gracedirector7@gmail.com
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May
2023

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IzjyKXgqie-vrTkrSAw5YVKkSFgZT7Fj/view
https://www.lrcssd.ca/download/415876
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/resources_publications/news/whats_new/catholic_education_week_2023
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ggbc2469XK_AS8a9RmzmcF1bMDmrs87q/view
https://www.cssd.ab.ca/newsletters
mailto:gracedirector7@gmail.com
https://www.ccssa.ca/grateful-advocates-for-catholic-education2
https://www.facebook.com/GrACE4cathed
https://twitter.com/GrACE4cathed?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/grace4catholiceducation/


Catholic Education Week
Pictures and highlights from Catholic education week will be featured in the June newsletter.  However, in the spirit of Catholic 
Education Week, we invite you to get to know Alberta’s Catholic Education Family. 

Bishops of Alberta and the  
Northwest Territories
The bishops are successors of the apostles, chief teachers, 
sanctifiers and shepherds of God’s people.  There are four 
Roman Catholic dioceses in the province of Alberta and one in 
the Northwest Territories, as well as one Ukrainian Catholic 
diocese (called an eparchy) that covers both Alberta and NWT.   
Alberta’s bishops are highly supportive of Catholic education 
and are intimately connected to the work of our schools.

Council of Catholic School Superintendents of Alberta
The Council of Catholic School Superintendents of Alberta is a community of disciples leading and 
building Catholic education. As lead educators in service of children and communities in Alberta, 
CCSSA provides a provincial perspective, discusses and initiates direction, and communicates the 
reason for Catholic Education and its value to society.

Alberta Catholic School 
Trustees Association
The Alberta Catholic School Trustees’  
Association represents Catholic trustees  
in Alberta, Northwest Territories and  
Yukon.  The mission of ACSTA is to celebrate, preserve, promote, 
and enhance Catholic education with a core purpose committed 
to providing a unified voice and spiritual and political leadership 
for publicly funded Catholic education.

Archbishop  
Richard Smith 
Archdiocese of 
Edmonton

Harry Salm 
President 
Christ the Redeemer 
Catholic Schools

Bishop William 
McGrattan 
Diocese of  
Calgary

Kelly Whalen 
Vice-President 
Holy Family 
Catholic Schools

Archbishop  
Gerard Pettipas 
Archdiocese of 
Grouard-McLennan

Eldon Wyant 
Executive Director 

Bishop Gary 
Franken 
Diocese of  
St. Paul

Brendan Cavanagh 
Director,  
Government  
Relations and 
Advocacy

Bishop David 
Motiuk 
Ukranian Catholic 
Eparchy of  
Edmonton

Lorraine Simi 
Chellakudam 
Executive  
Assistant

Bishop 
Jon Hansen 
Diocese of  
Mackenzie-Fort Smith

Michelle Collett 
Executive  
Office Manager

Stacey MacNeil- 
Ayeh 
Alberta Catholic 
Education Resource 
Advisory Committee

Ryan Ledene 
Past President 
Red Deer Catholic 
Schools

Paul Corrigan 
President 
Elk Island  
Catholic Schools

Pamela Guibault 
Vice-President 
Lakeland Catholic 
Schools

Pat Macdonald 
Secretary- 
Treasurer 
Christ the Redeemer  
Catholic Schools

Michael  
Hauptman 
Executive Director 
(retiring)

Scott Morrison 
Executive Director 
(incoming)
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Chair 
Archbishop  
Richard Smith 
Archdiocese of 
Edmonton

Bishop  
Gary Franken 
Diocese of St. Paul

President 
Colin Loiselle 
Greater St. Albert 
Catholic Schools

Treasurer 
Susanna Kaup 
Edmonton  
Catholic Schools

Trustee Vincent 
MacDonald 
Lakeland Catholic 
Schools (ACSTA)

Director Bonnie 
Annicchiarico 
(retiring June 2023)

Vice-Chair 
Archbishop  
Richard Smith 
Archdiocese of 
Edmonton

Superintendent 
Betty Turpin 
Holy Family  
Catholic Schools 
(CCSSA)

Vice-President 
Kathleen Nguyen 
Edmonton  
Catholic Schools

Michael  
Hauptman 
Executive Director 
of CCSSA (retiring)

Grant Gay 
Christ the Redeemer 
Catholic Schools 
(REN)

In-coming  
Director  
Kate Mallon

Trustee  
Michael Ouellette 
Grande Prairie 
Catholic Schools 
(ACSTA)

Secretary 
Aaron Skretting 
Holy Spirit 
Catholic Schools

Scott Morrison 
Executive Director 
of CCSSA (incoming)

Susanna Kaup 
Edmonton Catholic 
Schools (REN)

Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education (GrACE)
The mission of GrACE is to inspire, invigorate and embolden the spirit of Catholic education in 
order to unite, engage, educate and communicate with one voice on its behalf. In 2019 
GrACE was created in partnership with Alberta’s Bishops, ACSTA and CCSSA and operates 
both provincially and locally to provide support to advocacy work at the district and 
grassroots level.

Religious Education Network
The Religious Education Network (REN) exists as a community of Religious Education leaders who advance 
and promote Catholic Education through professional learning, faith formation and collaboration.

Members at Large
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Fourth Annual GrACE Summit

On May 12, 2023 GrACE and Edmonton Catholic School District hosted the fourth 
GrACE Summit at the beautiful Lumen Christi Centre. With more than 140 registrants 
from across the province, the day was a resounding success. Thank you to all speakers, 
organizers, ministries and participants. 

Here are some picture highlights….
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Catholic Education Prayers of the 
Faithful for June
For Catholic Education:

 † That our Catholic schools may reveal the glory of 
God in all that they do, we pray to the Lord.

 † That the teachers in our Catholic schools may 
be strengthened for their important task in our 
world, we pray to the Lord.

 † That our Catholic schools may celebrate the  
richness of the Catholic faith that we have 
inherited, we pray to the Lord.

 † That our Catholic schools may inspire students 
to a life of love and service, we pray to the Lord.

 † That our Catholic schools may be a source of 
hope for the young, we pray to the Lord.

Catholic News
Finding peace in the Church - Catholic Archdiocese 
of Grouard-McLennan (archgm.ca)

2023 Sherlock Lecture — 
St. Joseph’s College
St. Joseph’s College is hosting on May 31, 7:00 a FREE public lecture: 
“We live in Hope” by Fr. Dennis Holtscheider: Educator, Priest, former 
President of America’s largest Catholic University, former COO of a 
Catholic Health Organization, and current President of the American 
Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities.  

The 2023 Sherlock Lecture features guest speaker Fr. Dennis 
Holtschneider, C.M. Fr. Dennis is currently the President of the 
Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities in the United States. 
We are indeed excited to invite you to join us as we listen to Fr. Dennis 
address the theme, “We live in Hope”, a topic that is vital for our 
university campuses, our faith communities, and our global village. 

Registration link
Archibishop Smith’s Podcast
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https://www.archgm.ca/2023/05/finding-peace-in-the-church/?fbclid=IwAR2f4lc-mBHIK6ahiKhlfk3_fnFy2Rw-FzWjQCq9vg3Eyp9nWEi0iBCx0ls
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5OIh0-IfBeEkk6CWx4jDZZHT9wLSb9Ba9mCcXOzTYT6RGYA/viewform


Articles on Catholic Education
Walking Together in Catholic Education - ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CALGARY  
(catholicyyc.ca) - Bishop McGrattan

The Five Traits of a Catholic Teacher (acsta.ab.ca)- Brett Fawcett- Elk Island Catholic Schools

Why Greater St. Albert Catholic Schools? Here’s Why! - St. Albert Gazette (stalbertgazette.com)

Father Lacombe Catholic School celebrates grand opening - Lacombe Express

From Around the Province...
Rosary Celebration for Red Deer 
Catholic Schools
Submitted by Jo-Ann Kelly, Religious Education and 
Curriculum Support Lead Teacher

On May 11, Red Deer Catholic School Division hosted a 
Rosary Celebration for grade 5 students. Local Knights 
of Columbus councils purchased the rosaries that were 
presented to all 740 grade 5 students in the division. 
Students were engaged in learning about the history 
and importance of the Holy Rosary and reflected on 
how they can say YES! to God, and live a life devoted to 
Jesus just as our blessed Mother Mary did. 

Blessings for the Past & Present for CCSSA

GrACE  •  May 2023 6

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/blog/walking-together-in-catholic-education
https://acsta.ab.ca/articles/education-philosophy/177-the-five-traits-of-a-catholic-teacher
https://www.stalbertgazette.com/spotlight/why-greater-st-albert-catholic-schools-heres-why-6917968
https://www.lacombeexpress.com/news/father-lacombe-catholic-school-celebrates-grand-opening/?fbclid=IwAR394pYh2iZpaWzlm8amu5jhR--6TTRwKRcHQ6DxCOTpsysqyovsoBzaJzI


Social Media from around the Province...
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